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2012 THESES IN HARVARD ARCHIVES 

 
Tomomichi Amano Labor Input Growth in Singapore, 1974-2010: Analyzing the Effects of  

Dale Jorgenson Manpower Policy in Labor Quality 

 

Alexander Breinin  An Examination of The Federal Reserve’s Programs Launched During 

Dale Jorgenson and In Response to the Great Recession 

 

Paul Byatta  The Impact of Socioeconomic Background on Students' Academic and 

Michael Kremer Non-Academic Participation in Secondary Schools: Evidence from a 

National School in Kenya with Scholarship snd Non-Scholarship 

Programs 

 

Yilun Chen  The Economic Basis of a Civil Society: Urbanization and Social  

Ben Friedman Participation in Contemporary China 

 

Kerry Clark  The invention and re-invention of instrumental variables regression: 

James Stock Philip and Sewall Wright's method of ''additional factors” 

 

Allison DiCurcio  The Price of Participation: How Medical Reimbursement Affects  

David Cutler  Physician Wilingness to Participate in the Medicaid Program 

 

Karen Ding  Should Hospitals be Governed like Corporations? The impact of 

Effi Benmelech  Hospital Board Structure on Patient Satisfaction 

 

Manning Ding  The Engine of Redevelopment: Estimating the Impact of Early Chinese 

Nathan Nunn  Railways on Population Density 

 

Randa Dreznick  Should we Court Physicians? The Effect of Malpractice Liability on 

Meredith Rosenthal  Physician Location Decisions 

 

Malcolm-Wiley Floyd  The Effects of Federal Emergency Unemployment Insurance Extensions 

Robert Barro  on State Unemployment Rates: Empirical Evidence from 1976-2010 

 

Eric Glyman  When the Sick Are Crowded Out: The Case of Expanding Insurance in 

David Cutler  Rural China 

 

Emily Guo  Social Norms and Health behavior: Evaluation the Role Model and Peer  

Jessica Cohen  Effect in Chlorine Dispenser Usage in Western Kenya 

 

Hyo-Jung Hong  Behavioral Health insurance Laws and Traffic Safety: A Panel data  

David Cutler  Analysis of the Effect of Mental and Substance Abuse Treatment Parity 

Laws on Traffic Fatalities 

 

Wenxuan Hu  Tracing the American Dream: A Quantitative Analysis of Attitude  

Amartya Sen 
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Allan Jean-Baptiste  The Haitian Cholera Epidemic: The role and Interaction of Human 

Nathan Nunn and Environmental Factors in the Transmission of Vibrio cholerae 

 

Kwon-Yong Jin  Turning Steel into Gold: A Study of the Effects of the US Steel  

Marc Melitz Safeguard Tariff of 2002-3 on the American Steel Industry's Profitability 

 

Leah Kaplow  No Pass, No Drive: Negative Educational Incentives, Dropout Rates, and 

Josh Goodman Juvenile Crime 

 

Michael Kapps  Culture and Development in Brazil 

Kiran Gajwani 

 

Alex Karabasevic  Underperformance: The Effect of the Expansion of Bookrunning on the 

Lauren Cohen  European Initial Public Offering Market 

 

Jae-Yeop Kim Interstate Conflicts and State Capacity 

Eric Chaney 

 

Zhengyang Koh  Leader In a Strange Land: The Relationship Between CEO Foreignness 

Effi Benmelech and Firm Performance, Foreign Operations, and Executive 

Compensation 

 

Casra Labelle  De-formative Years: How the economic cycle disengages young adults  

Larry Katz  for life 

 

Louise Laciny  The Price Impact of Exchange-Traded Funds 

Robin Greenwood 

 

Philip Lambrakos   Assessing Thomas Hobbes's Economic Observations 

Richard Tuck 

 

Sophy Lee    Forgive and Forget: The Commercialized Morality of International  

James Stock    Sports in the Modern Era 

 

Joo Hyung Lee   Private Equity Buyouts and Peer Firm Stock Returns in the United States 

Robin Greenwood  

 

Claire Lefevre    Testing the Reference Price Theory of the Endowment Effect in Non- 

Andrei Shleifer    monetary Trade 

 

Tengbo Li    Putting the Auto Industry on Track? The Effects of the 2009 US Auto 

Greg Lewis    Bailout on Firms and Consumers 

 

Michael Lim    Addressing the Unmet Need: A Cross-National Analysis of the Impact 

Nathan Nunn  of Family Planning Interventions on Fertility Control in Bangladesh and 

Pakistan 

 

Geetika Mehra  The Effect of Parliamentary Gender Quotas on Voter Preferences and 

Nathan Nunn  Policy-Making 

 

Mariam Meliadze  After the Collapse: Do Ethnically Heterogeneous Societies Find It 

Eric Chaney  Harder to Consolidate Democracy?  
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Eric Michel  Does Saying “I’m Sorry” Make a Difference?: An Empirical Analysis 

David Cutler  of the Effect of Apology Laws on Malpractice Payments 

 

Rachel Neiger  Weathering the Storm: The Effects of Rainfall Shocks in Early 

Larry Katz  Childhood on Adult Health and Socioeconomic Outcomes in Mexico 

 

Trung Nguyen  It is easy to be brave from a safe distance: Distance to the SEC and 

Lauren Cohen  Insider Trading. 

 

Jeremy Patashnik  Free Riding: Group-Size Effects in a Public-Goods-Game Model of  

James Stock Bicycle Riding 

 

James Rees  A Clash of Cultures: Greeks, Germans and the Crisis of the Eurozone 

Alberto Alesina  

 

Aaron Moses Rosenberg  Restructuring and Reforming Student Debt: An Empirical Analysis of 

Claudia Goldin the Australian Experience with Income-Contingent Loans 

 

Ronald Serko  Money Market Mutual Funds and European Bank Exposure 

David Scharfstein 

 

Marc Steinberg  What Determines Government Bond Yields? Investigation of EMU Bond 

Hans Helmut Kotz  Markets 

 

Yihan Tan  Differene of Retribution: An Experiment on Individuals' Motivation for  

Francesa Gino  Punishment 

 

Tracy Vo  The Land of Opportunity for One or for All? A Comparison of the Labor  

George Borjas  Market and Welfare Outcomes of Refugees and Traditional Immigrants 

in the United States 

 

Amy Wang  Venture Capital Fundraising and Return--A Look at the Personal  

Paul Gompers Characteristics of Venture Capitalists in First-time Venture Funds 

 

Grant Wonders  The Effect of Monetary Policy on the Housing Bubble 

Jeremy Stein 

 

Chenzi Xu  An Examination of the Role of Domestic Debt in Greek Financial 

History 

 

Xioameng Zeng  An Experimental Examination of Intertemporal Choice and Ego  

David Laibson  Depletion 

 

Michael Zhang  Impact of the Massachusetts Health Care Reform: Changes in  

Thomas McGuire  Hospital Utilization Intensity Among Inpatients 

 

Li Zhou  Adding a "Friend", Adding a Point of View: How "Friends" Affect  

Michael Luca  Individual Content consumption on Facebook  
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2011 THESES IN HARVARD ARCHIVES 

 
Pierre Abousleiman Crises and Country Risk Premiums: Assessing the Effect of Exogenous 

Eric Chaney  Shocks on Middle Eastern Sovereign Debt Yields 

 

Louis H. Argentieri   Determining the Effect of Foreign Direct Investment on Domestic  

Marc Melitz  Productivity: A Plant-level analysis of Mexican manufacturers from 

1984 to 1990 

 

John Batter   Analyzing the Effects of Infrastructure Spending Under the American  

Dale Jorgenson  Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009: Determining a Fiscal 

Multiplier  

 

Seth Bour  Casual Attribution in Charitable Giving: Developing a Conceptual  

Iris Bohnet Framework to Better Understand the Human Responses to Natural 

Versus Man-Made Disasters  

 

Benjamin Brinkopf  The Effect of Airline Subsidies on Rural Economic Development  

Hornbeck  

 

Valerie Chadha Enemy of the State? The Italian Mafia’s Political Power Over  

James Robinson Parliamentary Elections 

 

Alice Chung The Collapse of the ABCP Market: The Survival Analysis of the 2007- 

Effi Benmelech 2009 Financial Crisis and Beyond  

 

Eunji Chung The Macroeconomic Implications of Misaligned Parities on the Interwar  

Jeff Miron Gold Exchange Standard  

 

Anthony Dedousis A Greek Tragedy: An Empirical Analysis of the European Debt Crisis  

Elias Papaioannou 

 

Michael Ding Vertical Disintegration: A Case Study of General Motors’ 1999 Spin-off  

Effi Benmelech  of Delphi 

 

Tian Feng   Ethnic Tension: A Balance of Power Approach 

Nathan Nunn 

 

Gerardo Flores  Top Incomes in Chile: 1960-1980 

Anthony Atkinson 

 

Andrew Griffin  A Model of the Monoline Industry: An Empirical Analysis of the  

Jeremy Stein   Demand for Municipal Bond Insurance  

 

Will Guzick   Firm-Level Reactions to Monetary Policy Shocks: Evidence From the  

Robin Greenwood  Cross-Section of Return Stocks 

 

Lindsey Hock    Bargain Hunting and Brand Protection: Consumer Search and Retailer  

Attilia Ambrus   Strategy Across Full- and Off-Price Channels  

 

Lucille Hu   The Impact of Legal Self-Help Workshops on Case Connection Rates  

Dale Jorgenson 
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Benjamin Jaffe   Stock Ownership Policies: A New Solution to a Centuries-Old Problem 

Lucian Bebchuk 

 

Mallika Khandelwal  To Be Insured, or Not To Be Insured: An Empirical Study of the Effect  

Joseph Newhouse of the 2006 Massachusetts Healthcare Reform on Price Elasticity of 

Insurance Demanded  

 

Prateek Kumar Understanding the Japanese Non-Performing Loan Problem in the 2000s 

Ben Friedman 

 

Scott Levin-Gesundheit Unemployment and Domestic Violence: An Analysis of Economic  

Jeffrey Liebman  Cycles in California and Florida 

 

Heidi Liu   A Priesthood of All Believers: An Economic Analysis of Female  

Claudia Goldin   Ordination in Protestant Congregations 

 

Tina Liu   FDA Approval of Generic Drugs: New Source of Approval Payoff and  

Richard Freeman  Reputation Risk  

 

Richard Mangione  The effect of volatility in international aid to developing countries on the  

Joshua Coval short-term growth of the manufacturing sector in those developing 

countries 

 

Paul McMurry   The Impact of Laws Restricting Mobile Phone Use While Driving in the  

Jeffrey Miron   OECD Countries 

 

Mattheas Mmopi  Blood, Ritual and Power: An Empirical Analysis of the Emergence of  

James Robinson   Political Centralization on Preindustrial Societies 

 

Robert Mrkonich  Large Fiscal Changes and Income Inequality  

Alberto Alesina  

 

Fuyuo Nagayama  Property Rights and the Knowledge Firm: A Theory of Ownership and a  

Oliver Hart   Case Study of Law Firms  

 

Virginia Ng   Income Differentials and Decisions to Cohabit and Marry: Do Couples  

Roland Fryer   Who Earn Different Incomes Say “I Do” More?  

 

Alana O’Brien   2 GD 2 B TRU? An Econometric Analysis of the Effectiveness of Cell  

Edward Glaeser   Phone Laws in Reducing Fatal Traffic Accidents 

 

Jose de Jesus Pesina  Beyond Work Incentives: The College Incentive of the Earned Income  

Raj Chetty   Tax Credit (EITC) 

 

Shankar Ramaswamy  An Empirical Assessment of the Efficacy of the Orphan Drug Act of 

Cutler    1983 

 

Akeel Rangwala  The Role of Unleveraged Investors in the Collapse of the Asset-Backed  

Jeremy Stein   Securities Market 

 

Nihar Shah   Modeling Arms Flows 

Martin Feldstein 
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Ben Sherman   OECD Export Credit Agencies as Lenders of Last Resort: An Empirical  

Elhanan Helpman  Analysis  

 

Sean Smith   Strategy, Convergence, and Price Discovery: Empirical and Theoretical  

Greg Lewis   Analysis from the United Kingdom Frequency Response Market  

 

Stacey Solliday   Revenue Sharing in Major League Baseball: An Analysis of the Current  

Andrew Zimablisdt  Structure and Alternative System Design 

 

Andrea Spector   Having It All? An Economic Study of the Work-Life Balance and  

Richard Freeman  Workplace Experiences of the Harvard-Radcliffe Women’s Leadership 

Conference Alumni 

 

Yijing Sun Contagion and Determinants of Yield Differentials in the European  

 Effi Benmelech Sovereign Debt Crisis: An Empirical Analysis  

 

Bret Voith The National Football League and Rookie Compensation: Determining  

Stanley Engerman  the Extent of Overcompensation to Top Draft Picks from 2006-2009 

 

Emily Wang   Price Differentials Among Hospitals in Massachusetts 

David Cutler 

 

Caroline Wu   Modeling the Dynamics of a Growing Research Field: The Case of  

Richard Freeman  Nanotechnology 

 

Allen Yang   Biases in Consumer Confidence Indexes: An Investigation and a  

Shleifer    Proposal for Improvement 

 

Luci Yang   Women, Children, and the Decision to Self-Employ: Evidence From the  

Claudia Goldin   National Longitudinal Survey of Youth 1979 

 

Kareem Zaki   Man vs. Machine: Hospital Adoption of the da Vinci Surgical Robot 

David Cutler 

 

Feliz Zhang   Social Proof Advertising Influences on Investor Choice Under Financial  

Malcolm Baker   Risk 

 

2010 THESES IN HARVARD ARCHIVES 
 

 

 

Chioma Achebe  

Joshua Goodman  

 

 

Daniel Adler 

James Stock  

 

Udaibir Banga  

Robin Greenwood  

 

 

 

 

Wealth, Literacy, and Health Knowledge: An investigation of potential 

pathways through which maternal education affects child diarrhea in Nigeria 

 

 

For Love of the Game:  How Baseball Players Respond to Contract 

Uncertainty 

 

Can investor-targeted advertising influence investors? An Empirical 

Analysis 

 



Economics Theses in Harvard Archives  |  7 of 36 

Arnold Patrick Behrer  

Imbens  

 

 

Clifford Beltzer  

Lakshmi Iyer  

 

 

Mercedes Bent  

David Cutler 

 

Alicia Beyer
1
  

Richard Caves/ Jennifer 

Roberts 

 

David Biery  

Antras  

 

Courtney Leigh Blair  

Num  

 

Alexander Blank  

Kremer  

 

Stacey Carlson  

Rogoff  

 

Amelia Chan  

Brigette Madrian  

 

 

Brian S. Chen  

James Robinson  

 

 

Cindy Cheng
2
  

Ben Edelmen  

 

Maxwell Child  

Miron  

 

 

Andrei Cristea
3
  

Josh Lerner  

 

 

Philip Daniel 

Alberto Alesina  

 

 

Michael Diodato 

Susan Athey  

 

Building in the Mountains: A hedonic analysis of the value of degraded 

mountain views using GIS modeling 

 

 

Criteria for Sovereign Debt Releief to Heavily Indebted Poor Countries: 

Policy Conditonality for Poverty Reduction and Crisis Prevention 

 

 

How Prices and Preferences affect snack choice: Survey Evidence on Food 

Choice in Dorchester Supermarkets 

 

Why Do Corporations Sponsor Art Museum Exhibitions? A Cross-

Disciplinary Examination of Corporate Giving to the Arts 

 

 

Disequilibrium in Global Trade: Detecting Market Power in International 

Commodities Trading 

 

Agriculture Policy and Food Security: Lessons from History and the 2007-

08 Global Food Crisis 

 

Disparities in Pregnancy-Related healthcare across Ethnic Groups in India: 

An Empirical Analysis 

 

Macroeconomic Adjustment to the Real Shocks: Does the Exchange rate 

Regime Matter? 

 

Out with the Old, In with the New? The Effect of Macroeconomic 

Experiences on Immigrant Investing Behavior 

 

 

Why is Quebec Poorer than Ontario? Evidence from Labour Markets on the 

Provincial Border in Ottawa-Gatineau 

 

 

Deceptive Online Advertisements: A Field Study 

 

 

Less is Greener: Fighting Emissions with Policy Cuts 

 

 

 

Private Equity and Organizational Changes: Evidence from Unsuccessful 

Leveraged Buyouts 

 

 

Redistribution in the Land of Immigration: A Study of Immigration's Effect 

on Welfare in the United States 

 

 

Survival of the Biddest: Bid Wars on eBay and How Sellers Can Respond 
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David Escamilla 

Effi Benmelech  

 

 

Samantha Fang 

James Robinson  

 

Jonathan Greenstein 

Fritz Foley  

 

Sarah Hinkfuss
4
 

Alberto Alesina  

 

 

Phoebe Johnson-Black
5
 

David Cutler  

 

 

Grace Inbae Kim 

Amitabh Chandra  

 

 

Natasa Kovacevik 

David Laibson  

 

Ifedayo Kuye 

David Laibson  

 

 

 

Alexander Lavoie 

Dale Jorgeson  

 

Andrew Le 

Alberto Alesina  

 

Matthew Lee 

Alberto Alesina  

 

Eugene Lee 

Chris Avery  

 

Yoon Jin Lee 

James Robinson  

 

 

Elaine Liu 

Joshua Goodman  

 

Did Glass-Steagall's Repeal Leave Commercial Banks More Susceptible to 

the 2007-2008 Financial Crisis? 

 

 

Democracy and Trade Liberalization: The Skill Bias in Developing 

Countries 

 

How Foreign Firms Cross-listed in the US opt-out of Legal Bonding 

 

 

The Role of the Informal Sector in Equitable water Distribution: A Case 

Study of the Tanker market in Ayn al-Basha, Jordan 

 

 

An Empirical Analysis of MA Health Reform: Impact on Disparities and 

Preventable Emergency Department Visits 
1
 

 

The effect of proximity to public and private health facilities on health 

outcomes: Examining the health care system in Udaipur District, India 

 

 

Uncertainty and Impatience: The Effect of Reward Certainty on Delay 

Discounting in Rats 

 

To be or not to be Igbo? The Effect of Ethnic Identity on Inequity Aversion 

 

 

 

 

Minimizing the Costs of Climate Change: Waxman-Markey Versus a 

Carbon Tax 

 

Coming to America: The Effects of Immigration on Social Spending and its 

Components 

 

Immigrant Behavior: differences and Assimilation in Time Allocation 

 

 

Advances on a Cumulative Prospect Theory Model of Casino Gambling 

 

 

The Economic Impacts of Political Tension: An Event Study of North 

Korean Missile and Nuclear Tests 

 

 

Oh, Brother: The Effect of the Sex of the Oldest Sibling on Educational 

Outcomes 

 

                                                 
1
 Joint Concentrator: Computer Science and Economics   

3
 Joint Concentrator: Economics and Math   

4
 Joint Concentrator: ESPP and Economics  

5
 Joint Concentrator: Economics and HP  
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Stephanie Lo 

Ben Friedman  

 

Alexander Macquitty 

Jerry Green  

 

Kia McLeod 

Joshua Goodman  

 

Dragos Michnea 

Philippe Aghion  

 

 

Sarah Moshary 

Oliver Hart  

 

 

Colin Motley 

Ben Friedman  

 

 

Tariq Musa 

Chaney  

 

Andrew Okuyiga 

Barro  

 

 

Robert Parker 

Chetty  

 

 

 

Anthony Pino 

Benjamin Edelman  

 

William Ruben 

Raj Chetty  

 

Dimitrije Ruzic 

Alberto Alesina  

 

Jacek Rycko 

Josh Lerner  

 

Jung Sakong 

John Campbell  

 

Tejas Sathian 

Rogoff  

 

Tracey Shi 

Luis Viceira  

Should the Fed Respond to House Prices? Augmentation and Optimization 

of the Taylor Rule 

 

Bounded Instability in School Choice Matching Problems 

 

 

The Impact of Peer Advisors on Declaring a Science Major 

 

 

The Dynamics of Research and Development: Identifying the Effect of 

Competition and Firm Size on Innovation Quality in High-Tech Industries 

 

 

Overprovision of Benefits? An Investigation of Ownership Structure and 

Perquisite Consumption in Small Entrepreneurial Firms 

 

 

The Commercial Paper Funding Facility: Impact, Efficacy, and What It Tells 

Us About the Crisis in the Commercial Paper from 2007-2009 

 

 

Islamic Banking and the Financial Crisis: Shariah Compliance and the Bank 

Stability in the Arab Gulf 

 

Macroeconomic Effects of Government Spending: An Empirical Study using 

New Deal Expenditure Data, 1934-1939 

 

 

Great News for the Green Economy: Theory and Empirical Evidence of the 

Effects of Sustainability Measures on the Price Elasticity of Demand for Oil 

 

 

 

Did the Internet Kill Magazines and Newspapers? 

 

 

Partisan Politics and the Distribution of Federal Funds: Evidence from the 

Obama Stimulus Package 

 

The European Union and the Eurozone: Intra-industry Trade and Economic 

Integration 

 

Managerial Ownership and Firm Performance: Evidence from Reverse 

Leveraged Buyouts 

 

Household Stock Market Participation and Portfolio Rebalancing: A 

Comparison of the U.S. and Korea 

 

It's the Markets, Stupid: Investigating the Effects of Financial Crises on 

Political Survival 

 

The Risk-Return Tradeoff for Equities: Applying the MIDAS Approach to 

Stock Portfolios 
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Meicheng Shi 

Michael Norton  

 

Yurij Shteinbuk 

Rustam Ibragimov  

 

 

Elvis Terigin 

Marc Melitz  

 

Bishnu Thapa 

Lakshmi Iyer  

 

Ria Tobaccowala 

Larry Katz  

 

 

Hannah Trachtman 

Erzo Luttmer  

 

Tarik Umar 

Rustam Ibragimov  

 

Kate Waldock 

Miron  

 

Allison Wheeler 

David Cutler  

 

James Wilsterman 

Jeff Miron 

 

Wannawiruch 

Wiruchnipawan 

Brigitte Madrian  

 

Christopher Wu 

Ken Rogoff  

 

Anna Zhang 

Efraim Benmelech  

 

Yifan Zhang 

Felix Oberholzer  

 

Ting Zhang 

Tomasz Strzalecki  

 

Yuan Zhu 

Robert Barro  

 

How Categories Influence--not just inform-- Preferences and Choice 

 

 

The Impact of Ratings Agencies on Returns Volatility in Equity and Fixed 

Income Markets 

 

 

Euro Aspirations: Will COMESA Currency Union Raise Incomes? 

 

 

The Effect of Fiscal Decentralization on Economic Growth in India 

 

 

Law and Disorder: The Unintended Consequences of Three-Strike Laws on 

Crime and Punishment in the United States 

 

 

The Effects of Social Pressure on Charitable Giving: Evidence of Sorting in 

a Field Experiment 

 

Good news, bad news: Assessing the relation between management 

ownership and sentiments 

 

The Subtleties of Induced Demand: Evidence from Boston's Big Dig 

 

 

The Impact of genetics on response to minimum legal drinking age policy 

 

 

Impaired Alcohol Control policy: Minimum Legal Purchasing Ages and 

Youth Traffic Fatalities in the OECD Countries 

 

The de-biasing effect of bicultural Priming on racial discrimination in labor 

markets  

 

 

Credit Cycles: Leading Indicators of Financial, Currency, and Economic 

Crises 

 

Forced out: The Personal Costs of Managerial Failure 

 

 

Do Foreign Dollars Discourage Domestic Entrepreneurship?  FDI’s Effect 

on Small Businesses in China 

 

The Effect of Fear on Ambiguity Aversion 

 

 

Cross-Country Neighborhood Effect: Do Countries Benefit from Rich 

Neighboors? 
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2009 THESES IN HARVARD ARCHIVES 

 

John Samuel Abbott 

Ulrich Doraszelski  

Uncovering the Utility of Videogames: A Multiplatform Empirical Analysis 

Using Game Review Scores 

Sergali Adilbekov 

Jordan Siegel  

A Study of the Correlation between Executive Compensation and Company 

Performance 

Ning Ai 

Markus Mobius  

Optimal Network Structure and Equilibrium Strategy for Network Collective 

Cooperation 

Titan Alon
1
 

Richard Caves  

State of Business: Institutional Analysis and the Determinants of Chinese 

OFDI 

 

Kelly Alverson 

Martin Feldstein  

Deconstructing the Mortgage Meltdown: The Role of Adjustable Rate 

Mortgages in Foreclosures 

Seema Amble 

Richard Freeman  

 

Coping with Illness and Death 

 

Clara Anderson 

Susan Athey  

Who Moves Preferences and Why? Quantifying Social Influence in an 

Experiment Involving Harvard Undergraduates 

 

Anna Katherne Barnett-

Hart 

Efraim Benmelech  

 

The Story of the CDO Market Meltdown: An Empirical Analysis 

 

 

Natalie Bau 

Michael Kremer  

 

Determinants of Health Insurance Utilization in Rural Karnataka 

Julia Inge Bertelsmann 

Kenneth Rogoff 

 

Barro Meets Laibson In The Tax-Smoothing Model 

Shubha Lakshmi Bhat 

Erica Field  

Element of Survival: Isolating the Causal Effect of Access to Iodized Salt on 

Child Health in India 

Andrea Blankmeyer 

Nathan Nunn/ Michael 

Szonyi 

 

Does China Favor Autocracies in Trade? The Effect of Regime Similarity on 

Dyadic Trade Relationships 

Roxannae Bras 

Martin Feldstein  

Is Counterinsurgency the Graduate Level of Warfare? Evidence from 

Commanders in Operation Iraqi Freedom 

Neel Butala 

Erica Field  

 

The Health Impact of Slum Upgrading in Ahmedabad, India 

                                                 
1
 Joint Concentrator: Economics and Math  
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Kedamai Fisseha
2
 

Larry Katz  

Linguistic Discrimination: Accent Perception in the Boston Apartment Rental 

Market 

Matthew Fleck 

Markus Mobius  

The Value of Talking: An Empirical Study of the Influence of Social Effects 

on Valuation Formation in a Social Network 

Trevor Frankel 

Greg Lewis  

 

A Market of Lemons?: Adverse Selection in EBay Motors Auctions 

Peter Ganong 

Larry Katz  

Reviving Rehabilitation: The Effects of Prison on Released Offenders in 

Georgia 

 

Kyle Gibler 

Haiden Huskamp  

Worth the Cost: A Cost-Effectiveness Analysis of Short-term Clopidogrel 

Therapy for Patients with the Most Severe Type of Heart Attack 

Meaghan Graul 

Richard Freeman  

Misplaced Faith? An Empirical Analysis of the Effects and Implications of 

Government Funding of Religious Nonprofit Human Service Organizations 

under Charitable Choice and Faith-Based Initiatives 

Adam Hallowell 

Jacob Gersen  

 

Colleagues and Context: Dissent Rates on the United States Courts of Appeals 

 

Katherine Hill
3
 

Richard Caves  

 

Copyright as an Incentive for Musical Creation: An Examination of the Effects 

of Copyright Law Changes on Registrations, 1978-2006 

Nicholas Huber 

John Campbell  

The End of No Income, No Assets, No Problem: An Empirical Analysis of 

Subprime Mortgage Underwriting Standards during the Credit Crunch 

Tina Hwa 

Claudia Goldin  

The Impact of No Child Left Behind on Teacher Quality: Evidence from North 

Carolina 

 

June Hwang 

Richard Freeman  

MIT or Tsinghua? A Panel Data Analysis of the Determinants of Domestic 

Higher Education and International Student Mobility 

Andrew Krumholz 

Robin Greenwood  

Best Buys in Tight Times: Mergers and Acquisitions of Financially 

Constrained Firms 

Andrew Lai 

Martin Weitzman  

How Do Hurricanes Impact Housing Markets? A Study of Hedonic Housing 

prices in the U.S. Southeast 

Tracy Li 

Erica Field  

Assigning Extra-Credit: The Impact of Urban Microcredit on Parental 

Investment in Education 

                                                 
2
 Joint Concentrator: Economics and AAAS 

3
 Joint Concentrator: Economics and Music  
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Michael Libert 

Erich Muehlegger  

 

9/11 Travel Patterns:  An Analysis of Air Travel and the Impact of Dread Risk 

 

Madeline Lissner 

Richard Freeman  

Prices in Retrospect: Effects of Museum Retrospective Exhibitions on Painting 

Prices at Auction 1983-2008 

Joseph Luna 

Robert Bates  

 

Play Your Cards Wisely: Revisiting Situational Ethnicity in Ghana 

Alexander Marcus 

Jeremy Stein  

Stale Prices or Investor Psychology? An Investigation of the Opening of the 

Tokyo Stock Exchange 

Stephen Travis May 

Yiling Chen  

Understanding Elections: Measuring Electoral Determinants with Electronic 

Prediction Markets 

Cyrus Mossavar-

Rahmani 

Eric Chaney  

 

Social Capital in Spain: Echos from the Reconquista 

 

 

Jefferey Nathan 

Lawrence Katz  

Entertaining Violence? The Impact of Childhood Television Exposure on 

Crime 

 

Thomas O'Connell 

Richard Vietor  

 

Rational Expectations: An Analysis of Consumer Valuation of Fuel Savings 

 

Won Hee Park 

Michael Kremer  

 

Adverse Selection and Moral Hazard in Health Insurance in Vietnam  

Charles Redlick 

Robert Barro  

 

Average Marginal Tax Rates in the United States: A New Empirical Study of 

their Predictability and Macroeconomic Effects, 1913-2006 

 

 

 

Matt Romanczuk 

James Stock  

 

Baseball's Juiced Era: Steroids, Swinging for Fences, or Both? 

 

Benjamin Schoefer 

Andrei Shleifer  

 

Regulation and Taxation: A Complementarity 

Elyse Schoenfeld 

Claudia Goldin  

Exchanging Vows, Exchanging Political Affiliation: The Spousal Effect on 

Party Identification 

Prithvi Shankar 

Erica Field  

 

Family Matters: Sibling Spillovers in Rural Mexico 

Diana Siu
4
 

Erzo Luttmer  

A Home of My Own: An Empirical Analysis of Parental Homeownership and 

Youth Educational Outcomes 

                                                 
4
 Joint Concentrator: Economics and Math 

5
 Joint Concentrator: Economics and Statistics   



Economics Theses in Harvard Archives  |  14 of 36 

Zachary Smith 

Meredith Rosenthal  

Risk Segmentation in the Health Insurance Market Associated with the Spread 

of CDHPs:  Simulations with Policy Applications 

John James Snidow 

Nathan Nunn 

Rich Country, Rich Land, Poor People: The Effeect of Coal Endowment on 

Income and Local Institutions Within the United States 

Christopher Sullivan 

Greg Lewis  

Determinants of Entry in Online Used Car Auctions: The Effect of Auction 

Characteristics on the Probability of Entering Auctions on eBay Motors 

Dan Svirsky 

Alvin Roth  

 

Money is No Object: Endowment Effect Behavior for Trade Goods 

Allison Turbiville 

Claudia Goldin  

The Effects of Mixed-Ethnicity Adoption and Adoptive Environments on 

Adoptee Outcomes 

Ryan Walsh 

James Stock  

Age as a Handicap? An Analysis of Earnings, Human Capital, and Decision 

Making in Professional Golf 

Nicholas Wells
5
 

Ulrich Doraszelski  

 

Neural Network Learning in a Cournot Duopoly 

Eleanor Wilking 

Claudia Goldin  

"Of Which Countries Are Made": An Analysis of the Effects of Married 

Women's Property Laws on Settlement in the Western Frontier 

John Wilson 

Jeffrey Miron  

An Econometric Look at the United States Temperature Record Using the 

United States Historical Climatology Network 

Chalres Yin 

Malcolm Baker  

The Effects of Bank Capital Regulation: An Analysis of the Bank Lending 

Channel and Small Medium Enterprises in China 

Yuxuan Zhuang 

Richard Freeman  

Beyond Morality: An Empirical Analysis of Socially Responsible Mutual 

Funds 

 

Jan Zilinsky 

Kenneth Rogoff  

Understanding Sovereign Wealth Funds  

 

2008 THESES IN HARVARD ARCHIVES 
   

Blaen Abraham 

Ray Goldberg   

From Farm to Market: Agricultural Commercialization and Productivity 

in Ethiopia 

  

Andreea Akerele
1 

 
Richard Freeman/  

The Effect of Government Policy on Roma (Gypsy) Welfare: Evidence 

from Romania 

                                                 
1
 Joint Concentrator: economics and government  
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Timothy Colton 

  

Petros Andreou 

Ryan Taliaferro  

Correlation of Real Estate and Stock Returns in Financial Centers: Unlike 

any other? 

  

Chethan Bachiredd 

Rohini Pande  

Credit in Times of Crisis: An Examination of the Impact of Microcredit 

During the Indonesian Financial Crisis 

  

Chaz Beasly 

Fryer  

Bad Apples? The Effect of Alternative Education on Test Scores in North 

Carolina 

  

Eric Belz 

Feldstein  

A New Cartel in the Pipeline: The Possibilities, Economics and National 

Security Implications of a Natural Gas Cartel 

  

Eric Bodnar Bondholder Losses in Leveraged Buyouts: The New Wave 

Efraim Benmelech   

  

Robert Cecot 

Mullainathan  

People Helping (White) People: Evidence of Racial Discrimination in 

Peer-to-Peer Lending 

  

Ieva Chaleckyte Does Cooperation Result in Better Innovation Outcomes 

Paola Giuliano   

  

Daniel Chen 

Ed Glaeser  

The Pricing Dynamics of Residential Amenities: A Hedonic Approach To 

The Manhattan Residential Real Estate Market 

  

Connie Chen 

Michael Kremer  

Who Becomes a Sex Worker?  Participation and Return to Transactional 

Sex in Kenya 

  

Rika Christanto 

Robert Barro  

In the Eye of the Beholder: The Sources of Systematic Bias in Perceptions 

of Corruption  

  

 

Ryan Darnell 

Dan Bergstresser  

Evaluating Short-Term Incentives and Managerial Behavior 

Compensation: Evidence from the Executive Compensation Data 

  

Deanna Dong 

Richard Freeman  

Outcasts in Chna’s Urban Labor Market: A Comparison of Wages and 

Fringe Benefits Between Rural Migrants and City Residents 

  

Patrick Griffin 

Efraim Benmelech  

Analyzing the Market’s Reaction to Activism: A Study of Non-Target 

Portfolio Returns 

  

Gretchen Guo 

Meredith Rosenthal  

Cluttering the Health Care Landscape: Location Determinants of Retail 

Clinics 

  

Chicki Gupta 

Frank  

Country of First Global Launch: The Effects of Economic, Regulatory, 

and Competitive Factors on a Pharmaceutical’s Drug Launch Decision 

  

Parag Gupta 

Efraim Benmelech  

Winning on and Off the Field: The Advertising Effect of Universities’ 

Athletic Success on Incoming Applications 

  

Adam Guren 

Larry Katz  

The Marriage Market Returns to College Equity 
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Yinliang He 

Oliver Hart  

Buddenbrooks Revisited: The Performance of Family Firms in Germany 

  

Jack Hsiao 

Jorgenson  

Informational Prices in Closed End Funds: A Study of Fund Discount 

Convergence with Cointegration  

  

Adam Kapor Queing and Novelty Effects in Consumer Demand 

Martimer   

  

Eric Kouskalis
2   

Mary Brinton/ Kremer 

The Introduction of Technology to South African and Namibian Schools 

  

James Kwok 

Richard Freeman  

Why Do They Leave Canada? An Analysis of the Return Migration 

Behavior of International Immigrants 

  

Stephanie Kwong 

Robin Greenwood  

Does Activism at Heinz Spill Over to Campbell Soup? Shareholder 

Activism and its Effect on Peer Firm Stock Returns 

  

Hyun Lee 

Alberto Alesina  

Determinants of Social Expenditure: Power of Ethnic Antipathy versus 

Power of the Family 

  

Jonathan Lee 

David Laibson  

Investigating the Labor Supply Implications of Kahneman’s Peak-End 

Rule 

  

Steven Leung
2
 

Auraham Ebenstein  

The Search for China’s Missing Women: Old Age Security and the 

Mitigating Effects of Rural Pension Programs 

 

 

 

 

Yiran Michelle Li 

David Bloom  

Pathogens and Passports: The Effect of Infectious Disease on 

International Tourist Arrivals 

  

Michael Love 

Larry Katz  

Learning to Battle the Legacy? The Impact of Education Quality on 

Employment Outcomes of Young Adults in South Africa 

  

Yao Lu 

Claudia Goldin  

Do Chinese Women Really Hold Up Half the Sky?  The Gender Earnings 

Gap in Urban China, 1988-2002 

  

Ravi Metha 

Miron  

Comparing the Social Costs of Waste Management: The Role of 

Emissions in a Cost-Benefit Analysis of Recycling Versus Landfilling 

  

Elizabeth Ndor 

Nathan Nunn 

From Historical Participation in Subsistence Economies to Today’s Labor 

Force Participation and Literacy Gender Gaps: An Analysis of Women’s 

Economic Role Across the World 

  

Eiko Okamoto 

Ulrich Doraszelski   

Snipers and Jumpers in eBay Motors: Do Early Bids Matter? 

  

Elisa Olivieri The Impact of the Earned Income Tax Credit on the Educational 

                                                 
2
Joint concentrator: social studies and economics 

2
 Joint concentrator: economics and east Asian studies 
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Claudia Goldin  Investments of Single Mothers 

  

Taylor Owings 

Sendhil Mullainathan  

Making Good Grades Scarce: The Effect of Classroom Competition on 

Student Effort and Performance 

  

Alex Radu 

Effrain Benmelech  

Discrimination in the Housing Market: Bargaining Power and its 

Determinants 

  

Reed Rayman War and Economic Development 

Andrei Shleifer  

 

 

Brian Rose 

Ellen Meara  

A Poison Pill? Explanations for Black/White Differentials in the 

Prevalence of Severe Hypertension from the Medicare Current 

Beneficiary Survey 

  

Abdallah Salam Does Urbanization Decrease Religious Attendance? 

Robert Barro   

  

Carolyn Sheehan 

Paul Healy 

The Information Value of Credit Ratings in The Structured Finance 

Market: An Event-Study on the 2007 Credit Crisis 

  

Jonathan Siegel 

Ed Glaeser 

The Local Impact of Interstates – Assessing the Effect of Highway 

Construction on Surrounding Neighborhoods 

  

Dhruv Singh 

Victoria Ivashina  

Do Brand Name Banks Live Up to the Hype?  An Investigation of the 

Reputable Banks’ Heightened Risk Tolerance in the Late 1990s 

  

Maya Tsukernik 

Claudia Goldin  

Russian Pronatalism Then and Now: An Empirical Analysis 

  

Lauren Walker
4
 

David Cutler  

Emergency Contraception in the UK: Is Over-the-Counter Too High to 

Reach? 

  

Yu-Ann Wang 

Josh Lerner  

Does Listing Location Matter: Study and Comparison of Different 

Chinese Companies’ IPO Returns in NYSE, Nasdaq, London AIM, Hong 

Kong, Shanghai and Shenzhen Stock Exchange  

  

Ying Wang 

Iris Bohnet  

What’s To Blame?: Decomposing the Effects of Intentions and 

Consequences on Moral Judgments of Punishment and Reward 

 

 

 

Helen Weng 

Efraim Benmelech  

The Watchdogs of Excess: How Media and the Public’s Relationship with 

Business Evolved to Change the Governance of Corporate Corruption 

  

Alex Wong 

Richard Freeman  

Online Retailing and Vertical Price Controls 

  

Benjamin Wright
5
 

David Laibson  

An Experimental Test of Self-Justification in Stock Sale Decisions: 

Evidence of a Reverse Disposition Effect in Unsophisticated Investors 

  

                                                 
4
 Joint concentrator: HP and Economics  

5
 Joint concentrator: math and economics 

6
 Joint concentrator: Economics and East Asian studies  
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Chen Xie 

Richard Freeman  

The Color of Money: A Study of Race and Compensation in the National 

Basketball Association 

  

Nancy (Yinan) Xu
6
 

Dwight Perkins 

The Value of Relationships in Procurement Contracting 

  

Bobby Xu Distortions in Shanghai’s Real Estate Market 

Oliver Hart  

 

 

Crystal Yang 

Claudia Goldin 

An Empirical Analysis of Rape Shield Legislation 

  

Zachary Yoneda 

Thomas McGuire  

Medical Professionalism and Demand Inducement 

  

Edward Zhong 

Efraim Benmelech  

The Strategy of Terrorism in Repeated Games 

2007 THESES IN HARVARD ARCHIVES 
  

Joseph Abel  Take Out the Papers and the Trash: Determining the Optimal Recycling 

Policy in Massachusetts 

 

Jason Borschow  Filling in the Gap(s): Examining the Effects of the Medicare Prescription 

Drug Benefit Design on Beneficiary Drug Utilization 

 

Julia Chandler  Schooling and Sanitation: Do latrines in schools affect girls' enrollment? 

 

Ryan Duffy
4
  The Portfolio Choice Dilemma under Stochastic Correlation:  An 

Institutional Solution  

 

Proud Dzambukira  The Political Economy of Land Reform: Clientilistic Redistribution in 

Zimbabwe (2000-2002): Farm Expropriations and Reallocations to 

Retain Political Power 

 

Joshua Gottlieb
5
  Did Unilateral Tariff Reductions Increase Imports from Sub-Saharan 

Africa? 

 

Nicholas Green  Looking the Part: snap Judgments and Compensation in the Market 

Forces 

 

Vaibhav Gujral  Impact of Large-Scale Public Spending Projects on Student Outcomes: 

An Evaluation on India's Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan Project 

 

May Habib
6
  Al-Muqawama: An Economic Approach 

 

Jonathan Hall  Semi-Conspicuous Consumption: Signaling Wealth and Status in Social 

Networks 

 

                                                 
 

 
6
  Joint concentrator: economics and near eastern languages and civilizations 
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Kevin Heaps  Toward a Rational Choice Model of Brand Loyalty 

 

Joycelyn Hsu  Effect of State Tax Incentives on Market Penetration Rate of Private 

Long-Term Care Insurance 

 

Shanshan Jiang  The Relative Income Effect: A Study of Habit Formation and 

Interpersonal Comparisons in the Context of Immigration 

 

Niels Joaquin  Can Good Players Build Bad Reputations? An Experimental Study. 

 

Ashwin Kaja  Institutionalized Insiders: Board Membership and Funding Decisions at 

the World Bank 

 

David Katz  Are Class Rank Rules the Solution?: An Analysis of the Effects of the 

Texas Ten Percent Plan on High School Students 

 

Hajin Kim  Proximity-Concentration and Network Effects: A Panel Data Analysis of 

the Impact of Immigration on United States-Inward Foreign Direct 

Investment and Trade  

 

Aneil Kovvali  Investor Short-Termism and Classified Board Adoption 

 

Rich Krumholz  Terrorism Insurance in the United States: Its Origins and Effect on the  

Insurance and Real Estate Industries  

 

Spencer Lazar  Online Education: The Student Behavioral Response to A Low Cost 

Option 

 

Xiao(Linda) Liu  China's Missing Women: A Study of Prenatal and Postnatal 

Discrimination 

 

Jeremiah Lowin  The Fourier Copula: Theory and Applications 

 

Mark Lurie  The Cowles Catalyst:  Why Did Economics Become a Mathematical 

Science When It Did? 

 

Eli Nagler  The Effects of Eliminating Affirmative Action on College Enrollment 

and Racial Achievement Gaps: Lessons from California 

 

Eric Nielsen  The Geometry of Learning 

 

Temisan Oyowe  Religion and the Politicization of the Polio Vaccination in Nigeria 

 

Yeunbee Jeannette Park  Cash Transfers in South Africa and Bolivia: Discouraging or 

Empowering Work? 

 

Peko Peeve
7
  The Impact of Immigration on the Labor Market: Evidence from Britain  

 

Andrei Pesic  Pro Imperio Mori: Economic Effects of World War I on India 

 

                                                 
7
  Joint concentrator: economics and math 
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Robert Rogers  State-Led Efforts at Expanding Health Insurance Coverage: Was the 

Funding Mechanism for Maine's Dirigo Health Reform Viable? 

 

Michael Schor  The Returns to Activist Investing: Evidence from 13D Filings 

 

Mihir Sheth  Communal Loyalty as a Driver of Media Consumption: An Empirical 

Study of the Gujarat Riots of 2002 

 

Siddhartha Sinha  An Unscientific History of Economics: The Resurgence of Interpersonal 

Comparisons and the Changing Definition of Economic Science 

 

Ana Sirbu  Migrate to Find a Job or to Get Married? Destination Selection by 

Moldovan Emigrants  

 

Siddarth Suchde  Venture Capital Unraveled: An Empirical Study in the Indian Context 

 

Anushka Sunder  Targeting the Poor with India's Public Distribution System? The Impact 

of Regional Variance and Social Fragmentation 

 

Alka Tandon  Valuing a Child's Life in Africa: A Hedonic Analysis of the Market for 

Bed Nets 

 

Elina Tetelbaum  A Sobering Look At How Minimum Drinking Age Laws Affect Traffic 

Fatalities 

 

David Toniatti  Group Lending with Replacement in Microfinance: A new model of 

Micro-credit lending 

 

Pablo Tsutsumi  Domestic Intentions, International Repercussions: An Empirical Study 

on the Impact of Sarbanes-Oxley on Latin American ADRs 

 

Derek Vance  Superior's Fleeting Superiority: An Analysis of Acquisitions of Dual-

class Firms in the United States 

 

Russell Weinstein  Teacher Knows Best:  Using the Abbott Decisions to Measure the 

Importance of Teachers for Student Achievement in New Jersey Public 

Schools  

 

Alexander Wolitzky
8
  Fully Sincere Voting 

 

Chris Yetter
9
  "Hey, did you vote?´´ A Social Learning Explanation of Voter Turnout 

 

Yiding Yu  Declining Fecundity and Women's Marriage Decisions: Evidence from 

State Infertility Insurance Mandates 

 

Yan Zhao  Timing of Seasoned Equity Offerings: An analysis Using Closed-End 

Funds 

 

Julie Zhou  The Role of Pre-Existing Interest Levels on Online Advertising 

Effectiveness: An Experimental Analysis on TheCrimson.com 

                                                 
8
  Joint concentrator: economics and math 

9
  Joint concentrator: economics and math 
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Peter Zuckerman  Downgrade to Hold: A Research Report on the Ramifications of Recent 

Research Reforms 

2006 THESES IN HARVARD ARCHIVES 
 

Jason Abaluck Collaboration and Ability in Undergraduate Science Classes: Theoretical 
and Empirical Analyses 

Jennifer Bennett
10

 More Than Skin Deep:  Portugese Labor Importation and the Hawaiian 
Sugar Industry, 1878–1913 

Kaitlin E. Burek  “Compassion in Action”: The Determinants of Faith-Based Social 
Service Provision and Government Crowd-Out Effects 

Andrew Campbell Liquid Under Pressure: The Effect of Index Reconstitutions on the S&P 
500 Futures Market 

Alexander Captain The Price is Wrong: Evaluating Inter-Spatial Price Efficiency in Indian 
Agricultural Markets 

Caroline Cecot Exploring Second-Generation Immigrant Educational Achievement: 
Evidence from Children of Native-Immigrant Parents 

Oana Ciorbea Collective Action Clauses and the Resolution of Sovereign Debt Crises 

Grant D’Arcy “Play to Win” or “Pay to Win”: The Revenue Effects of Success in 
Division 1-A NCAA Sports 

Sabrina de Abreu Business Groups and Tunneling in Brazil: An Empirical Analysis 

Andrea Ellwood Putting School Accountability to the Test: A Cross State Analysis of the 
Effect of School Accountability on Test Scores and Other Student 
Outcomes 

Niyum Gandhi Corporate Investment in the Presence of Inefficient Markets and 
Managerial Optimism 

Jonathan Hay Can Flows Predict Price Movements? The Relationship between Order 
Flows, Trader Positioning, and Returns in the Ten-Year U.S. Treasury 
Note Futures Market 

Morgan Henderson The Migration Response to Military Base Closures 

Grace Hou Increasing Adoptions from Foster Care: An Empirical Study of the 
Adoption and Safe Families Act of 1997 

Bukamu Laone Hulela
11

 Raising the Living Standards of HIV/AIDS Survivors: The Impact of 
HIV/AIDS on Fertility and Human Capital Accumulation in Botswana 

Stephanie Hurder
12

 Interdependent Preferences and the Universal Type Space 

                                                 
10

 Joint concentrator: history and economics 
11

 Joint concentrator: economics and A&AAS 
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Benjamin Istvan The Effect of S&P 500 Inclusion on Investment and Security Issuance 

Michael R. James Right Opinions, Real Profits: Measuring the Efficiency of Online Futures 
Markets 

Prital Sailesh Kadakia Habitual Savings Behavior: The Effects of Context and Income Shocks 
on Recurring Deposit Microsavings Accounts 

Kyle Christopher Klopcic  Does Paying Teachers More Increase School Quality? The Effects of 
Slowing Salary Growth on Student Achievement in Wisconsin  

Julian Kolev Endogenous Group Formation and Non-Assortative Matching in 
Adverse-Selection Microfinance Lending 

Seung-Kyu Kong Competitive Balance in College Football: Testing for Structural Breaks 

Brian Kozlowski Evidence for Intra-Industry Effects Following Earnings Restatements: 
Temporal Clustering and Business Transfer 

Jonathan Y. Lai A Study of Inflation-Indexed Debt: Risk Measurement, Return 
Prediction, and Inflation Forecasting 

William W. Lambert Household Vehicle Choice and Travel Behavior: An Analysis of 
Consumer Reaction to Gas Price Fluctuations 

James Ginns Levine Does the Opportunity to Obtain a GED Credential Encourage Students to 
Drop out of High School? 

Shih En Lu Quasi-Hyperbolic Discounting and the Dual-Self Model in Rubinstein-
Stahl Type Bargaining 

Qicheng Ma
13

 Utility-Based Bandwidth Allocation and Link Scheduling in Wireless 
Networks: Linear Programming and Market-Oriented Approaches 

Michael M. Mathai Evidence for Preference Variation Based on Cue Exposure: An Empirical 
Analysis of Laibson’s Cue-Theory of Consumption 

Sarah Maxwell
14

 Understanding Charter School Achievement: Assessing the Academic 
Achievement of California Charter School Students 

Divya MInisandram Does Pro-Labor Regulation Actually Hurt Workers: Evidence from India 

Dina Mishra The Effects of Relative Performance Feedback and Task Domain on 
Gender Differences in Entry into Competitive Environments: An 
Experimental Analysis 

Sarah L. Paiji How Black is the Iraq War? Racial Representations of U.S. Troops in 
Newspaper Images 

Glenn Poppe Specialization in the Multitask Principal-Agent Model: A New 
Perspective from Professional Tennis 

                                                                                                                                                             
12

 Joint concentrator: math and economics 
13

 Joint concentrator: computer science and economics  
14

 Joint concentrator: sociology and economics 
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Azra Pravdic Searching for a Negative Impact of Immigration on Social Spending: 
Evidence from the Advanced Industrial States 

Mridula Raman The Other Side of the Abortion Debate: The Impact of Legalizing 
Abortion on American Women’s Education, Labor, and Marital 
Outcomes 

Neel Rao Social Effects on Health Care Decisions: Evidence from Harvard 
Undergraduates 

David Reynolds The Costs of Financial Distress: Evidence from Former Asbestos 
Producsing Firms 

Allison Kristine Rone Hedonic Pricing in Differentiated Product Markets: A Case Study of the 
Toyota Prius and the Warm Glow 

Ruchira Saha The Impact of School Familty Planning Policies on Teenage Sexual 
Behavior 

Aditya Sanghvi
15

 An Online, Budget-Constrained Truthful Mechanism 

Timothy John Schwuchow   Do Differences in State Welfare Policy Affect the Residential Choices of 
the Poor? 

Daniel W. Shoag Unemployment Benefits and Disinflation: A New Theory of the Rise in 
Unemployment Rates 

Lisa L. Shu
16

 Is the Endowment Effect Due to Loss Aversion or Mere Ownership? 

James R. Sigel
17

 The States, the Railroads, and Protectionist Barriers: Trade Globalization 
among the 19th Century U.S. States 

Zachary B. Singer Estimating the Elasticity of Demand for Electricity in New Zealand: 
River Flow as a Supply Shifting Instrument 

David Sokolor Cross-Border Corporate Campaign Contributions and Foreign Direct 
Investment: Hand-in-Hand or Worlds Apart? 

Ella Spottswood Trade Dynamics in the West African Economic and Monetary Union 
1980–2004 

Lakshmi Sridharan Positive Externalities of HAART on Employment and Income: The 
Malaysian Case 

Matthew Steinert The Return on Education: Productivity and the Signaling of Ability 

Maile Sinn Fong Playing by the Rules: An Empirical Analysis of Doping in Athletics  
Tavepholjalern  

Georgios Theophanous The Causes and Consequences of Judicial Radicalism: A Study of the US 
Appeals Courts 

                                                 
15

 Joint concentrator: computer science and economics 
16

 Joint concentrator: economics and psychology 
17

 Joint concentrator: government and economics 
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Conor Tochilin
18

 Advancing the Identity Approach: Moral Norms and Economic Behavior 

Miray Topay In the Wake of the Storm: The Solow Model, Natural Disasters, and 
Openness 

Vasudev Vadlamudi Technology in the Classroom: Assessing the Impact of California’s 
Digital High School Program 

William Atlee Woolston Do “Great Expectations” Matter? The Relationship between Teacher 
Expectations and Student Academic Success 

Danny Ferris Yagan Decisions under the UC Affirmative Action Ban: Evidence from Law 
School Applications of Harvard College Seniors and Graduates 

Shengping (Shelby) Yu 7-Eleven Here and 7-Eleven There: Market-type Dispersion in 
Convenience Store Chains 

2005 THESES IN HARVARD ARCHIVES 
 

Zareef Ahmed Does Microfinance Help Increase Education? A Case Study of Rural 
Bangladesh 

Victor Olayemi Alaran How Oil Revenue Affects Growth at the State Level in Nigeria: Using Amoo
19

 
   Ethnicity as an Exogenous Instrument in the Governance of Resource   
    Allocation 

Hayley Bay Barna Wanting to Win: A Motivational Account of the Winner's Curse 

David Palmer Borden When Good Weather Goes Bad: Retrospective Utility Evaluation and 
Return Decisions in the Cruise Industry 

Joseph Bress What Impact Does Direct-to-Consumer Advertising of Prescription 
Drugs Have on the Advancement of Drug Candidates within 
Pharmaceutical Pipelines? 

Sebastián Andrés Brown Money, Crucifixes and Ballot Boxes: Abortion Legislation and the 
Theory of Institutions 

Clay Calhoon Why Do People Give to Sure Winners? Rational Voter Theory, Identity, 
and Political Contributions 

Robert Cantwell The Effect of Additional Community Development Spending on Job and 
Income Growth: Evidence from the Community Development Block 
Grant Program 

Matt Chingos
20

 The Effects of Florida’s A-Plus Accountability and School Choice 
Program on Student Achievement 

Jie Hae Choi
21

 The Boundaries between Us and Others: An Anthropological and 
Economic Analysis of the Chad-Cameroon Oil Pipeline’s Impact on 
Social Group Identities 

                                                 
18

 Joint concentrator: economics and philosophy 
19

 Joint concentrator: economics and A&AAS 
20

 Joint concentrator: government and economics  



Economics Theses in Harvard Archives  |  25 of 36 

Jeffrey P. Clemens Opium in Afghanistan: Prospects for the Success of Source-Country 
Drug Control Policies 

Michael Robert Conti The Effect of Consolidation in the Hospital Market on Prices and Costs 

Melissa L. Dell Widening the Border: The Impact of NAFTA on Female Labor Force 
Participation in Mexico 

Deepa Bholanath Dhume The Effect of Women's Education on Terrorism: Examining a Causal 
Chain Involving Fertility and Young Male Populations 

P. Shane Dinneen The Delaware Anomaly: An Empirical Investigation of the District of 
Delaware's Abnormally High Bankruptcy Refiling Rate 

Rui Dong
22

 Combinatorial Clock Auction for Airport Time Slots: An Agent-Based 
Analysis 

Jonathan Doochin
23

 Duchenne Smiles Trigger Motivation: Smiling Makes a Monetary 
Difference in Adverstisements 

Fuad Faridi Does the Availability of Immigrant Labor Make the Bite of Minimum 
Wage Increases Worse? 

Magali Fassiotto How Pineapple Changed Eight Islands: The Economic Impact of Canned 
Pineapple on the State of Hawaii, 1900-1935 

James Fordyce
24

 Signals or Noise? Accounting for Variation in the Price Responsiveness 
of Residential Water Demand 

Ryan M. Geraghty Globalization in the Roman Empire: A Formal Model of Rome's 
Expansion, 200 B.C. - A.D. 100 

Emira Gjata What Really Matters in Bilateral Microfinance: The Case of Albania's 
ProCredit 

Julia Gluck Sex, Teens, and U.S. Schools: Identifying Peer Influence on Adolescent 
Sexual Behavior 

Nilanthi D. Gunawardane Little Emperors: Estimating the Health Impacts of the Quantity-Quality 
Tradeoff 

Asher R. Hochberg Institutional Equity Trading Around Demand and Supply Shocks 

Leif Holtzman
25

 Why Size Matters: Framing and Mental Accounting in the Domains of 
Time and Accounting 

Daniel J. Irom The Informational Efficiency and Price Discovery Mechanism of 
Emerging Sovereign Credit Markets 

                                                                                                                                                             
21

 Joint concentrator: anthropology and economics  
22

 Joint concentrator: computer science and economics 
23

 Joint concentrator: psychology and economics 
24

 Joint concentrator: ESPP and economics 
25

 Joint concentrator: psychology and economics  
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Megan Elizabeth Kohout Check the Tag: An Analysis of Changes in United States Apparel Imports 
Following the Partial Implementation of the Agreement on Textiles and 
Clothing 

Lia Christine Larson When Girls Stop Competing Against Boys: An Experimental Analysis of 
the Competitive Behavior of Young Children 

Li Lin What Are the Consequences of Ending Court-Ordered Desegregation 
Plans? 

Zachary Liscow
26

 The Impact of Tenancy Insecurity on Forest Cover in Nicaragua’s 
Agricultural Landholdings 

David Mericle
27

 The Effect of the Taiping Revolution on the Nineteenth-Century Chinese 
Economy 

Kyle E. Nasser Rival Views of the Origins of Liberal Economics 

Nina Ni Television Viewers’ Perception of Media Bias 

Natalija Novta The Effect of Ethnic Heterogeneity on Public Goods Provision: Serbia, 
1981 and 2002 

Shira Rebecca Anne Pinnas  Social Welfare Implications of Medical Liability Tort Reform 

Krishna Ajit Rao Who Pays for Pension Plan Reform? The Economic Implications of 
ERISA 

George M. Saalouke Does Medical Malpractice Reform Affect Physician Location? The 
Economic Effect of Damage Caps 

Noah Saft Cross-Country Effectiveness of Select Donor Aid Portfolios 

Matthew Salzberg Israeli Government Debt: Altruistic Investors in the Absence of 
Arbitrageurs 

Heather Ward Schofield The Health Implications of Microcredit in Indonesia 

Griffin Schroeder Relative Investment Performance of Foreign Direct Investment in China: 
Discrepancy in Outcome between Greater China and "True" Foreign 
Investment 

Neil Naresh Shah Bridging the Gap: The Role of Son Preference in Explaining India's 
Fertility Variation 

Matthew L. Siegel In the Boardroom, Shareholders Get What They Pay for: CEO 
Compensation as a Determinant of Board Independence and its Impact 
on Firm Valuation 

Jenifer L. Steinhardt The Effects of Anti-Smoking Efforts in the Wake of the Tobacco 
Settlement: Ifs, Ands, Butts 

                                                 
26

 Joint concentrator: ESPP and economics  
27

 Joint concentrator: economics and history 
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Albert Joshua Strickland
28

   Cultural Influences on Time Preference: The Effect of Group Stereotype 
and Identity Activation on the Intertemporal Discount Rates of Asian 
Students 

Aditya Sunderam
29

 An Economic Approach to the Analysis and Design of Wireless MAC 
Protocols 

Kanittha Tambunlertchai
30

   Benefits of Going Green 

Radu Tatucu The Impact of Remittances from Abroad on Economic Development in 
Rural Romania 

Alexander Turnbull Why is Housing So Expensive in Sydney? 

Andres Vivas
31

 Argentina's Capital Crisis following the First World War: How 
Government Financial Diplomacy Failed 

Ajit Vyas Consumer Behavior in Response to Prescription Drug Price Increases: 
Theory and Evidence from the Massachusetts Group Insurance 
Commission 

Anwen Alice Wang Simulation Analysis of the Health Savings Account 

Christopher H. Wang Anthropometric Outcomes of Intrahousehold Bargaining: The Case of 
Indonesia 

Gretchen Weingarth Taking Race out of the Equation: The Effect of Changing Classroom 
Poverty Concentrations on Student Achievement 

Brian Wendell Glamour Games and Spread Shading: Inefficiencies in Sports Wagering 
Markets 

Elizabeth Whitman The Effect of State Sexuality Education Policies on the Teen Birthrate 

Mahmound A. Youssef Cultivating Educational Reform in the Garden State: Spending 
Equalization and Its Impact on Student Achievement in New Jersey 

Wen-Chi Alice Yuan The Static and Dynamic Effect of Mapp v. Ohio on Crime Rates: An 
Economic Analysis of the Exclusionary Rule 

Brian Zingale Investor Sentiment and the Long-Run Underperformance of New Issues 

2004 THESES IN HARVARD ARCHIVES 
 

Daniel Bergman The Syndication of Leveraged Buyout Deals: An Analysis of Causes 

John L. Beshears CEO Incentives and Earnings Management to Thresholds 

Rebecca Nichole Esther The Effect of School Facilities on Student Achievement: Evidence from 
the Texas 

                                                 
28

 Joint concentrator: economics and psychology 
29

 Joint concentrator: computer science and economics 
30

 Joint concentrator: ESPP and economics 
31

 Joint concentrator: history and economics 
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Dizon-Ross Instructional Facilities Allotment Program 

Katarzyna Dratewska Insider Trading: Information in Option Volume Preceding M&A 
Announcements 

Melissa Ann Eccleston In the General’s Command: The Determinants and Socioeconomic 
Effects of Military Rule in the Modern World 

Matthew Eckhouse Hooked on Quotas: The Effect of Licit Opium Production on the World 
Heroin Market 

Paul Eisenstein Welfare Policy and Fertility: Evidence from the 1996 Welfare Reforms 

Emilie R. Feldman Arthur Andersen: A Lesson in How Not to Punish an Oligopolistic 
Competitor 

Brian Fuchs The Effects of Sexual Orientation on Earnings for Men with Homosexual 
Experience 

Derek Haas The Effect of Public Knowledge of Worker Quality on Worker Mobility: 
Evidence from the Labor Market for Financial Analysts 

Naomi Hausman For Company Profit or CEO Play? Corporate Charitable Giving and the 
Effects of Anti-Takeover Legislation 

Melissa Beth Herrmann Concierge Medicine: Does a New Model for Health Care Delivery Bring 
New Problems – or Fix Existing Ones? 

Justin K. Ho The Effect of 401(K) Match Defaults and Restrictions on Company 
Stock Performance 

Keyu Jin Growth Dynamics and Policy Analysis with the Becker-Mulligan 
Preferences 

Andrew J. Kallem Youth Crime and the Minimum Wage 

David G. Kang The Strategic Influence of Dominance: Capacity Competition in the 
Airline Industry 

Martin Kanz Economics, Armed Conflict, and Forced Migration: A Cross Country 
Study 1985–2001 

David Kessler Feeding Rome: The Roman Grain Market, 200 BC–200 AD 

Judd Kessler The Effect of Wage Inequality on Worker Effort: An Experimental 
Analysis 

Nuri Erkut Kucukboyaci Do Sovereign Ratings Have an Informative Value? An Analysis of 
Financial Market Reaction to Ratings Announcements in Emerging 
Markets in the Face of Recent Transparency Reforms 

Jonathan Levy Following the PIPEline: A Study of Private Investments in Public Equity 

James Joseph Harvey  Of Korans and Calculus: The Effect of Islamic Schooling on Student 
McKeever    Outcomes in Indonesia 
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Charles M. Moore Group Affiliations and Job Assignment Difficulty within a Corporate 
Tournament for Promotion: A Study of Black Employees 

Neil Nabar Incentive or Disincentive? Does the Earned Income Tax Credit Affect the 
Educational Decisions of Single Mothers? 

Tanya F. Perkins Civil Rights, Membership, and the Free-Rider: A Case Study of the 
NAACP, 1909–1939 

Erin E. Perzov The Effectiveness of Central Bank Intervention in the Foreign Exchange 
Market: The Case for Latin America 

Eric J. Powell A Painless Tax Policy: The Effects of State Tax Amnesties 

Daniel Louis Ramsey Incentive Theory: Evidence and Implications from Major League 
Baseball 

Gabriel D. Rosenberg Small Claims Litigation and Settlement: An Empirical Study of 
Expectation Formation 

Patrick Salyer The Effect of HIV/AIDS on Foreign Direct Investment 

Raphael S. Schoenle Evidence on the Determinants and Formation of Carpooling 

Suchanan  The Government’s Helping Hand: A Study of Thailand’s Agricultural 
Tambunlertchai  Debt Moratorium 

Tripti Thapa The Non-Credit Component of Micro-Credit in Bangladesh: Does it Play 
a Role? 

Rachael Anne Wagner Maternity in the Market: How Social Influences and Economic 
Considerations Shape the Career and Fertility Decisions of Working 
Mothers 

Paul Chee-Soong Wang Sheepskin Returns to Education in South Africa: An Examination of the 
Formal and Informal Sectors 

Ryan Wilder The Effect of Abstinence Education on Adolescent Sexual Behavior 

Odette Yousef Rainy Day Driving Fees and Washing Machine Wars: Market 
Segmentation for Industrial Goods in Post-Mao China 

Qian Zhang Game Theory Based Incentives for Contribution to Open Source Projects 

Evan J. Zucker Cost and Consequence: The Effects of the 1992 Prescription Drug User 
Fee Act on Firm Behavior During Drug Development 

2003 THESES IN HARVARD ARCHIVES 
 

Kristin Agatone The Impact of High-Stakes Testing on the Dropout Rate: An Analysis of 
the Massachusetts MCAS 

Emil I. Apostolov Welfare and Happiness: The Effects of Welfare Generosity on the 
Happiness of Welfare Recipients 
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Justin Belobaba Britain and the First World War: An Assessment of the Net Human 
Capital Cost 

Gregory Blank How Does Managed Care Differ? An Analysis of Costs, Treatments, and 
Health Outcomes 

Lara Joy Dixon Did the UK Wage Curve Survive in the 1990s? 

Emi D. Fong Why Go to School? Labor Market Incentives for Education in China 

Keith David Gamble Word-of-Mouth Influence on the Stock Holdings of Individual Investors 

Alexander M. Gelber Learning in Experiments 

Jeffrey Helfrich Television Traders: Do Viewers Trade Based on Recommendations by 
Guests on CNNfn? 

Jenny Xiao Ling Huang Measuring Returns to Education in Shanghai: An Empirical Analysis of 
the Cultural Revolution 

John Indellicate II When It Rains: Using Weather to Measure Income Elasticity 

Evan S. Klebe Earnings Manipulation: Timing Incentives for the CEO and Firm 

Amanda Kowalski An Empirical Investigation of Direct-to-Consumer Prescription Drug 
Advertising: Do Newer Drugs Advertise More? 

Charmaine H. Y. Lee How Large Are External Returns to Education? 

Robin S. Lee The Adoption of Standards with Incomplete Information 

Amy Christine Lenander The Faith Effect in Nonprofits: An Analysis of the Necessity and 
Possible Outcomes of the Faith-Based Initiative 

Renat Lumpau A Hazard Analysis of the Decision to Return to Graduate School 

Priyanka Malhotra A Contribution to the Empirics of Economic Growth 

Damien Matthews Intertemporal Price Discrimination: An Empirical Analysis of the Home 
Video Market 

Holly Ming Teachers, Political Power, and Wages: A Cross-Country Analysis 

Ryan Myers Crowded Out: Immigration and the American Working Woman, 1890–
1914 

Michael Dongwoo Park Do Incentives Encourage Managerial Deception? Evidence from an 
Analysis of Book and Tax Income 

J. Paul Ross The College Financial Aid System: Its Implicit Tax and the Effect on 
Household Savings 

Eva Hongyi Shi The Political Economy of Ming Dynasty China: A Study of Two Interest 
Groups and Their Impact on the Zheng He Maritime Expeditions (1405–
1433) 
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Paul Tselentis Race and Social Trust: An Experimental Investigation 

Genevieve L. Wang The Role of Social Networks in Promoting Economic Growth: A Cross-
Country Analysis of Structural Social Capital 

Heather Anne Woodruff Who Cares? Charitable Activity among Members of Community and 
Religious Organizations 

Daniel G. Zarchan Evidence on Abnormal Returns from Writing Oil and Gold Futures 
Options 

István Zöllei The Distributional Effects of the Austro-Hungarian Customs Union, 
1850–1913 

Yuming Zou Barriers to International Investment: The Determinants of China’s H 
Share Price Discount 

2002 THESES IN HARVARD ARCHIVES 
 

Travis Batty A Credit for Success? Official Export Credits and Their Impacts on the 
Machinery and Equipment Sector 

John Bingaman Dangerous Games: An Empirical Analysis of the Strategic Foundations 
of Public Debt Accumulation 

Alexander Bongartz Do Working Mothers Raise Troubled Children? Investigating the Role of 
Omitted Variable Biases and Reverse Causation 

Edward Chan Partners HealthCare: A Case Study of the Massachusetts Hospital Market 

Eun Choi Harvard Students and Discounting: Do Economic Estimates Predict Real 
World Behavior? An Experimental Study 

Benjamin Edelman The Effect of Editorial Discretion Book Promotion on Sales at 
Amazon.com 

Matthew Feldmann International Evidence of the Effect of Establishment Size on Wages 

John Friedman Market Timing in Mergers: Theory and Evidence 

Anna Harrington Gene Patents Stifle Basic Research: An Economic Analysis 

Gregory Kulessa Team-Management and Conformity in the Mutual Fund Industry 

Diana Kudayarova The Question of Pace: Explaining the Differences in the Spread of 
Privatization in the Baltic States 

Jacquelyn Kung The Second Sex of China’s Labor Force: Measuring Gender Income 
Inequality in 2001 

Shakhi Majumdar Relationships and Bounds: Explaining Market Share Trends in the 
Investment Banking Industry 

Kalina Manova The Effect of Currency Unions on Trade: Its Evolution since 1948 and 
with the Age of Unions 
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Gregor Matvos Post Merger Integration and Managerial Turnover: A Hierarchical 
Approach to Merger Dynamics 

Gordon McCord How Helpful Is Integration? Travel Time and Monetarization in Rural 
Peru 

Samuel Miller Quantity Reactions to Plant Closures in the United States Automotive 
Industry 

Soma Mukherjee On the Prospects for Monetary Union in Latin America 

David Nicoll Assessing Over-Optimism: An Investigation of Analysts’ Forecasts 

Catherine O’Gorman A Behavioral Examination of Consolidation in the Radio Industry 

Tetsuro Onitsuka Why Do Japanese Executives Work So Hard? The Intra-Firm 
Tournament as an Incentive Mechanism in Japan 

Emily Oster Dreaming Big: Why Do People Play the Powerball? 

Andrew Park Money, Movies, and More Money: Rent Imputation as Reflected in the 
Compensation of Hollywood 

Joshua Passman The Yield Curve and Future Output: A General Equilibrium Model 

Matthew Polisson An Econometric Analysis of the Cost of Teaching in America’s 
Academic Health Centers 

Matthew Rosenberg The Television Broadcasting Network Affiliate Relationship 

Claudia Sitgraves Wage Inequality in the Nonprofit, Government and For-Profit Sectors 

Pijus Virketis Growth Differentials between Estonia and Lithuania: An Exploration in a 
Computable General Equilibrium Framework 

Junwei Wu Educated Government Officials: Do They Really Make a Difference? 

Soojin Yim The Effect of Short-Selling Constraints on Post-Earnings Announcement 
Drift 

2001 THESES IN HARVARD ARCHIVES 
 

Rayd Abu-Ayyash Exchange Rate Pass-Through in the International Hospitality Industry 

Andrea Balan The Food Tragedy in Sub-Saharan Africa 

Zhong-Jue Chen Physical Geography, Government Policy and Regional Economic 
Development in China 

Michael Chu The Determinants of Hospital Advertising 

Andrea Cid Is Devaluation Contractionary? A Case Study of the Recent Brazilian 
Experience 
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Haninder Dhesi The Effects of Initial HMO Market Conditions on Subsequent Market 
Dynamics: Exploring a Hypothesis on Provider-Sponsored HMO Entry 

Nick Fox Who Benefits from a Tax-Free Internet? 

Birgit Gerlach Health Expenditures in Japan: The Case of Myocardial Infarction 

Francisca Geyer The NAFTA Effect: Assessing the Determinants of Wage Inequality in 
Mexico, 1990–1998 

Eric Fleisig-Greene You Can’t Price a Book by its Cover: Using Firm Characteristics to 
Explain Price Dispersion in the Online Book Market 

Karen Guo What’s on TV Tonight? U.S. Primetime Television and Post Fin-Syn 
Restructuring 1995–1999 

Neeraj Gupta Internet Auctions: A Comparative Study of Seller Options on eBay, 
Amazon and Yahoo! 

Masako Irie Handgun Waiting Periods and Their Effectiveness on Crime Rates and 
Homicide: A Statistical Analysis on Gun Control 

Humayun Khalid Executive Compensation and Excess: Is it Defensible? 

Jose Longoria Mexico’s Agrarian Reform: Effectiveness of the 1992 Privatization on 
Ejido Sector Productivity 

Konstantinos Compound Real Options and the Value of Staging for Startup Ventures 
Papakonstantinou 

Jean Park Valuing R&D Investments as Real Options 

Yi Qian Do Additional National Patent Laws Stimulate Domestic Innovation in a 
Global Patenting Environment 

Marit Rehavi The Changing Gender Composition of State Legislatures and its Effects 
on State Fiscal Policy 

Jesse Shapiro Local Knowledge Spillovers and Social Capital: Evidence from Patent 
Citations 

Tegan Shohet Emigration and Income Inequality in Canada 

Daryl Sng Bright Lights, Big City? Income and the Preference for Amenities 

Susan Tang A Study on the Impact of Labor Reform Legislation in Chinese Labor 
Markets from 1988–1995 

Michael Thakur The Effect of Mixed Ability Grouping on Student Performance and 
Attitudes: A Study of Four Urban Middle Schools 

Vincent Tuohey The Effects of Management Incumbency on Leveraged Buyouts in the 
United Kingdom 

Albert Wang The Role of Transactions Costs in Systemic and Idiosyncratic Risks in 
Asset Pricing 
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Richard Wegener Vertical Integration in Basic Cable Television: Causes, Effects on 
Network Carriage and Implications for the Entry of New Programming 
Sources 

David Witken Crossing the Atlantic and Playing Deals: An Analysis of Returns to Risk 
Arbitrage in Europe 

2000 THESES IN HARVARD ARCHIVES 
 

Benjamin Baumann Purchasing Online: The Markets for Books and Computer Products 

Saurabh Bhargava The Impact of Regulation on Market Valuation in the Medical Device 
Industry: An Event Study of the FDA Modernization Act of 1997 

Joshua Bresler Who’s Wearing the Mustache: Regional Price discrimination in the U.S. 
Dairy Industry and the Legacy of the Food Security Act of 1985 

Raj Chetty Business Investment under Uncertainty: An Alternative Approach 

Han Ping Davin Chor Skilled and Unskilled Wages in a Globalizing World: New Cross-
Country Evidence 1968–1998 

Chenghuan Chu Suburban Employment in American Cities 

Ileana Ciobanu Until Death Do Us Part? An Examination of Wives’ Labor Supply in 
Nontraditional Marriages 

Eli Cohen Argentina’s Exchange Rate Choice: Real Exchange Rate Misalignment 
as an Argument for Future Flexibility 

Ovidiu Daminescu Moving Towards Europe? An Inquiry of East-West Distortions in 
European Trade 

Elizabeth Darst Performance Evaluation for Alternative Investments: The Effects of Firm 
Characteristics and Fund Style on the Performance of Hedge Funds 

David Foster Supreme Court Swan Songs: Evaluating Game Theoretic Models 
Through Last Period Behavior 

Manuel Garcia The Role of Synergies in the Mergers of Financial Institutions 

Jonathan Goldberg The Causes and Consequences of Urban Riots in the United States: 
1961–1968 

Joy Ishii Corporate Governance in the 1990s: Evidence on the Role of 
Shareholder Proposals 

Krista Jacobs Determinants of Long-Term Nutrition for Children in the Russian 
Federation 

Nikolas Johnston The Timing of Initial Public Offerings across the Business Cycle: An 
Empirical Analysis 

Cameron Kinloch Fixed Income Market Integration and Effect on Portfolio Diversification 
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Ilyana Kuziemko Does the Threat of Capital Punishment Lead to More Guilty Pleas in 
Murder Cases? 

Jessica Leino The Effects of Community Forestry Programs on Household Fuelwood 
Use and Labor Allocation Decisions in Rural Nepal 

Erica Mitnick Entertainment Expenditures and Economic Well-Being: Incorporating the 
Price of Time into Good Times 

Craig Peskin The Relationship between Asset Sell-Offs and Executive Compensation 
in the 1990s 

Kristy Piccinini The Effects of 401(k) Plan Structure on Saving Behavior 

Giselle Pinto Do Teachers Affect Student Achievement? The Case of the Bahamas 

Andrew Sacher Risk and Distribution in an Investment-Based Social Security System 

Patricia Santos Selling Sex and Women: Testing the Impact of Markets under the Theory 
of Commodification 

Mustafa Siddiqui The Effect of Economic Development on the Distribution of Land 

Gabriella Skirnick The Impact of Gender on the Forecasting Performance of Equity 
Research Analysis: A Behavioral Finance Perspective 

Stephen Tai Game Time: An Analysis of Income Distribution in the National 
Basketball Association 

Assen Vassilev Entrepreneurship and Economic Growth: Evidence from the 51 States 

Matthew Weinzierl The Effects of Changes in Trade Protection on R&D Spending 

Eric Werker The Urban/Rural Fertility Differential in the Gambia: Explaining the Gap 

Susan Yeh Network Effects and the Labor Force Participation of Immigrant Women 

1999 THESES IN HARVARD ARCHIVES 
 

Ali Ahsan The Impact of IMF Programs on Social Sector Spending 

Daniel Benjamin Does 401(k) Eligibility Increase Net National Savings? Reducing Bias in 
the Eligibility Effect Estimate 

Yu-Han Chang Exogenous Uncertainty in Computable General Equilibria Models: A 
Study on the Effects of Tax Policy on Economic Growth 

Jordan Cooper Do Brokerage Research Department Recommended Lists Have 
Investment Value? 

Gil Dibner Crisis and Contagion: Cross-Country Equity Market Effects of IMF 
Intervention During the Global Financial Crisis of 1997–1998 
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Michael Fang Charting Chinese Enterprise Reform: A Study on Institutional 
Determinants of Productivity in Chinese State-Owned and Township-
Village Enterprises 

Melinda Huang Impact of Investment Incentives – A Study of China’s Tertiary Industry 

Jessica Kahan How Far Will They Go This Time? Estimating the Impact of Changes in 
School Finance Equalization Policy on Migration Ratio 

Mbago Kaniki Do Technological Shocks Explain Hot IPO Markets? An Empirical 
Analysis 

Ben Kaplan “Hot Issue” Markets and Surges in IPO Volume: What Factors Drive the 
Effect and Do Firms Successfully Time-Peak Valuations? 

Blake Kleinman Owner-Occupied Housing and Labor Income as Sources of Uninsurable 
Idiosyncratic Risk and Their Impact on Optimal Portfolio Choice 

Grace Lee The Effects of School Reform on District Spending and Student 
Achievement in Connecticut 

Jeannette Louh Are the Tables Turned for China’s Minority Women? Beating the 
Feminisation of Agriculture in Rural China 

Olivia Nottebohm What Are the Factors Affecting the Formation of Business Groups: A 
Cross-Country Empirical Study 

Justin Osofsky The Intertemporal Behavior of the Stock Market Consumption 
Relationship (1960–1997) 

Kaustav Sen How Does Microcredit Program Participation Influence Entrepreneurial 
Entry and Investment Decisions? Evidence from the Grameen Bank and 
Similar Targeted Programs in Bangladesh 

Haider Shirazi Social Saving and Investment in Indian Railways, 1853–1910 

Monica Singhal Exclusion of Post-Acute Care from Medicare Prospective Payment: Cost 
and Outcome Effects 

Mark Veblen Accounting for Risk: A Comparison of Accounting-Based and Market-
Based Models of Risk and Return 

Jeffrey Wang Do Characteristics of Option Exercises by CEOs Predict Post-Exercise 
Stock Price Performance 

Gary Zimmerman The Effects of Network Externalities on the Adoption of the Universal 
Product Code: An Empirical Investigation of Grocery Retailers and 
Manufacturers 

 


